. HEADCUARTFRS EIGHTH ARMY 
United. States Army 
Office of the Staff Judge Advocate 


Yokohama, Japan 
December 28, 1948 


UNITED STATES 0F AMERICA VS TAICHI SATO " 

Review of the' Staff J udge Advocate 

1. -The attached record of trial of the-case of. Taichi Sato tried 
at Yokohama, Japan, from. 30 April 1948 t'o 4 May -1948' by a. Military ; ; 
Commission appointed by paragraph 1, Special Orders No. 97, Headquar¬ 
ters Eighth Army, dated 29' April 1948, having been referred to the 
Staff Judge Advocate, this review thereof is submitted to the 
Commanding General. • 

Personal Data Concerning Accursed. ... 


.NAME: Taichi Sato 
AGE; 33 

RESIDENCE; 104, Kanagawa Ken, Miura 
Gun, Misaki Machi, Kiyagi 
MARITAL STATUS; Married, 2 children 
RELATIVES; Father, mother, sister 
EDUCATION; Graduate ’aseda Univ. 
VOCATION; Factory employee 
MILITARY CAREER; 10 December 1933 
PFC -- Captain at end of- war 


DATE OF CONFINEMENT ; 17.Nor*46-1.9 Sopt 
•46, reccnfinad. 9 Apr ’48 
DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT; 30 April 1948 

PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
PERIOD OF-TRIAL: 30 April 1948 to 
3 May 1948 

DATE OF SENTENCE: 4 May 1948 
SENTENCE; CHL for eight (8) years 
CLE!*ENCY RECOMMENDED BY COMMISSION; 
No 


2. Synopsis of Charges,. Pleas, Findipgs and Legal Sufficiency: 


Pleas 


Charge and Specifications 

Charge: Accused, member of the 
Imperial Japanese Army, during a 
.time of war between the United 
States of America-, its Allies and 
Dependencies, and Japan, did violate 
the Laws and Customs of War. 


.'Sp 1: That between about 1 December NG 
1944 and about 1 May 1945, accused 
did willfully and unlawfully mistreat 
Rudolph L. Maresovich, Cone J. Hunsey, 
Julian T. Soldivar, American P’ 7 ' s, 

Gordon Hardie, Harry H. Lockhurst, 

Gunner Barton, Gunner. Williams, one 
Jones, Henry ring, Charles Lister, 
Gunner Davies, Harold Robert Yakes, 
British pw's and numerous other 
American and Allied P’7»s by beating 
and otherwise abusing them. 

Sp 2; That between, about 1 December NG 
1944 and about 1 -May 1945, accused, 
then commander of said camp, did 
willfully and unlawfully order and 
cause Japanese .personnel oh duty at 
said camp to‘ mistreat, numerous Ameri¬ 
can and'. Allied'pw* g-by beating and 
otherwise abusing them. 


Findings 


Legally 

Sustained 


G 

except the words 
"Cone J. Munsey, 
Julian T. Soldi¬ 
var"', of the ex¬ 
cepted words, NG 
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3p 3 s That between about 1 December 
1944 and about 1 May 1945? accused 
did willfully and unlawfully cause 
and permit American and. Allied PW's 
to perform arduous labor,at the 
Asano Docks while ill, debilitated 
and physically unfit to perform 
such labor., 

Sp 4s That between about 1 December 
1944 and about 1 May 1945?' accused . 
did unlawfully disregard and fail to 
discharge his duty as. commander of 
said camp by refusingfailing and 
neglecting to provide'adequate and 
humane medical care and attention 
and adequate medical supplies for 
American and Allied F-'s. - 

Sp 5; That between about 1 December 
1944 and about,1 May 1945? accused 
did willfully and unlawfully mis¬ 
appropriate to his own use Red Cross 
supplies intended for American- and 
Allied PM's. 

Sp 6s That between about 1 December 
19.44 and about.-1 May 1945? accused 
did unlawfully disregard and fail to 
discharge his.duty as commander of 
said camp by failing to : restrain and 
control members of his command and 
persons under his supervision and 
control by permitting them to mis¬ 
appropriate Red Cross and other 
supplies intended for the use and 
benefit of American and Allied PW's. 

Sp 7 s -- That between about 1 December 
1944-and about 1 May 1945? accused 
did unlawfully disregard and fail to 
discharge his duty as commander of 
said camp by failing to restrain 
and control members of his command 
and persons under his supervision 
and control by permitting them to 
mistreat? abuse and torture numerouls 
American and Allied P ,rr 's. 


NG 


G 



Yes 


NG G Yes 

except the words 
"and adequate 
medical supplies"; 
of the excepted 
words, NG 


NG;." 1 ,G 



NG G Yes 


NG G Yes- 

except the words 
"abuse and tor- ■ 
ture"? substitu¬ 
ting therefor the 
words "and abuse" ;• 
of the excepted 
words NG; of the 
substituted words., 
Guilty 


3. Summary of the Evidence 


a. For the Prosecution; 


As to Specification 1 ; At various times during the■period 
of time stated, accused struck various prisoners -"with his .fists? the 
back of his hands., the blade of his sWord and his scabbard -fEx 1, 4? 


6, 11, 12, 15, 16, 20), Kicking? and beatings.of. American prisoners 


of war were a common thing- (Ex 17? 20). After every air raid by U.S. 
planes? accused would act like a mad man (Ex 22). Accused with another 
punched and kicked Gordon Hardie, punched Harry K. Lockhurst (Ex 1). . 
Accused knocked down one Jones, picked him up and knocked him down 
four or five times (Ex 9). Rudolph L. Haresovich received from ac¬ 
cused, a split lip, cuts on chin and left side, black eyes and a boot 
put on him when he was lying flat on the ground ,(Ex 17). Eenry "’aring 
was struck a number of violent blows on each side of face and head by 
accused (Ex 21). Accused struck Charles Lister on side of head and 
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back With saber encased in scabbard (Ex 22). Accused struck Davies 
and Harold Robert Yates (erroneously spelled Yakes in the specifi¬ 
cation) with his fists and scabbard. Gunners Burton (Barton) and 
Williams were beaten up by accused, with his fists, then made to: stand 
at attention outside all night ‘and go to work as usual (Ex 3). All 
prisoners of war named in findings are included herein. 

As to Specification 2 ; Accused ordered guards to. ad-, ■ 
minister beatings (Ex 3, 5, 7, 8 , 10, 17)* Accused ordered guards to 
stand prisoners outside at attention, scantily clad, all night (Ex 3). 
Accused "used to go raving mad during an air raid, screaming and 
shouting at the guards who were all afraid- of him and would do any¬ 
thing he told them"(Ex 7)• ‘"'The Slapper' worked as 'strong man' for 
accused. Slapping, kicking or beating with sticks was a continuing 
process" (Ex 10). 

As to Specification 3s There were many instances Df 
prisoners being sent to work against the advice of the prisoner doc¬ 
tor, only to collapse at work (Ex 1, 2, 5, 6 , 10,‘11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 
17 , 18 , 19 , 20 , 21 , 22 ). Witness testified he was made to work while 
suffering from appendicitis and was returned to work after operation 
before complete recovery (Ex 1). Sick prisoners injured legs and 
feet so they wouldn't be able to walk to work (Ex 2). Sick prisoners 
were helped to work or carried on stretchers on carts (Ex 7, 8 , 21, 
23 ). Witness testified he v/as made to work while suffering with high 
fever and with g.astro-enteritis (Ex 7, 12). Former prisoner doctor 
testified that generally prisoners were required to work regardless 
of any illness or physical condition. Some were sent to work with 
high fever, or were sick and weak from effects of amoebic dysentery 
(Ex 16). ■ _ 

As to Specification 4 ; Accused refused request of 
prisoner doctor to send men to hospital (Ex 1, 3, 8 , 9, 13, 16, 20, 

21, 23). The general practice was to. refuse medical treatment (Ex 5). 
Accused delayed transfer of men to hospital (Ex 6). Accused made no 
effort to see that men got adequate medical care and rations (Ex 9). 
The tendency was to send none to the hospital unless they were dying 
(Ex 12). Sick men were made to report to work until they were unable 
to go any longer (Ex.,l8). Japanese civilian doctor from contractor 
called at camp about once a week to see sick men and. then made only 
casual examination (Ex 1). American prisoner doctor testified that 
about 90 per cent of the time sick men were ordered out to work, in¬ 
juries such as sprains, apid fractures were not given sufficient time 
for recovery. Japanese medical care in this camp was of an extremely 
low standard (Ex 16). 

As to Specification 5 ; Accused stated he v/as not going 
to let prisoners have Red Cross parcels. Accused would keep one for 
every three issued. He was observed' smoking American cigarettes and 
eating chocolate (Ex 1, 12). It was a habit of the accused and others 
under him to open, inspect and loot parcels (Ex'2, 12). Witness 
heard that accused took parcels home oui.te openly. Another prisoner 
stated to witness that accused asked, for fifteen parcels. Prisoners 
refused but accused took them and had cooks prepare them for him 
(Ex 3). Accused refused to issue Red Cross supplies until he got his 
cut (Ex 9, 11, l 6 , 17, 21). It- was general knowledge that accused 
got around six parcels (Ex 9). Accused stole at least 3,000 American 
cigarettes when parcels were issued in February 1945, stole four 
complete parcels on'25 ) ,T arch (Ex 13).- An English prisoner cook told 
witness that accused sent rice to the cookhouse to be fried for the 
Japanese: in Red Cross butter which, accused provided (Ex 15).. ■ "'itness 
was told that accused took three parcels (Ex 22). 

As to Specification 6 ; Japanese'.sentries were seen 
smoking British and American cigarettes (Ex 1,.3, 14, 23) .and eating 
chocolate.' Parcels usually had been pilfered. The camp learned that 
the tea, sugar, milk, etc.,war® being used by Japanese (Ex 1). Ac¬ 
cused stated that parcels belonged to Japanese (Ex 1, 6 , 13, 14, 20, 
23). It was the habit of accused and those under him to open, inspect 
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and loot. After March 1945 issue, several empty cans, mostly corned 
beef were found in Japanese room (Ex 2, 8). Parcels received-7 
February and 8 March had been opened and chocolate, sweets, and ciga¬ 
rettes taken out. Witness states, " TiT e worked out that the Jans had 
done us out of say,between 70 and 100 parcels" (Ex 3). It was common 
knowledge that parcels were stolen. ’-Tien there were narcels in camp, 
guards had plenty of English cigarettes (Ex 6). A considerable 
number of the original consignment were missing - about 60 not account¬ 
ed for (Ex 8). All personal parcels as well as Red Cross parcels 
were ransacked and looted by Japanese' (Ex 10). Accused refused to 
allow prisoner officer to deal with Red Cross supplies. J On 28 March, 
prisoner officer was given Red Cross comforts which had been delivered 
to camp in sealed case. At. least half of the items were missing 
(Ex 13). Chocolate, cheese, butter, sugar, and cigarettes were 
missing from opened packages (Ex 14, 23). Nearly all Japanese per¬ 
sonnel at the camp were .wearing Red Cross shoe strings. Prisoner told 
witness of finding American cigarette butts in Japanese staff's ash 
trays (Ex 15)• Some of the Red Cross clothing was.also used by the 
Japanese. How much of this material was used by them is impossible 
to tell as they had control of it at all times (Ex 16). Accused took 
100 packages and clothing, shoes, toilet articles, etc. Packages 
received were first looted of cigarettes and all sweets (Ex 17). 
Parcels were locked up in room Japanese slept in (Ex 19, 20). Japa¬ 
nese corporal was seen with Red Gross food many times (Ex 19). Wit¬ 
ness saw ten pound Red Cross parcels being wrapped up in scarves and 
taken away by Japanese (Ex 20). Witness heard from cook that Japa¬ 
nese handed in thirteen parcels for foodstuffs to be prepared for 
guards (Ex 23). ' 

o • 

A s to Specif i cation 7 s Sentries and guards punched and 
slapped prisoners on the face. Used rifle butts and caused many men 
to bleed (Ex 1, 3m 14- r ~L8. 20). Guard beat man severely with stick , 
about legs and body,(Ex 6). Casual beatings given by guards to all 
prisoners were so frequent, witness cannot recall any particular 
incident (Ex 6, 7, 21, 23). Almost every day one man was beaten up 
for not saluting guards or other trivial matters (Ex 7). General 
conditions were of increasing brutality. rr itness was beaten severely 
with heavy rule over head and. face. Prisoners were paraded at 3 s 00 
AM'and general beatings were administered (Ex 8). Beatings and slap- 
pings were everyday occurrences. Slapping, kicking, or beating with 
sticks was a continuing process (Ex 10). "w© never knew when we were 

to be struck and otherwise maltreated on the merest excuse." Guards 
beat men into.semi-consciousness and drew blood (Ex 12). Accused 
appeared to enjoy seeing prisoners beaten up by his staff for small 
misdemeanors. Man in charge of guard bashed prisoners for any reason 
he might consider warranted punishment. He was savage in his treat¬ 
ment and made prisoners stand in the cold for hours at night if they 
failed to salute or if some complaint was made about their work. He 
created an impression by demonstrating his strength at-the expense 
of the prisoners. Witness was compelled to stay in guardhouse 3^ days 
without food and was'forced to stand from 5;30 AM to 8;00 PM (Ex 13, 
corroborated by Ex 3 ? 16 , 20, 21, 23 ). Witness never heard of accused 
interfering with or protesting any beatings (Ex 15). For the least trivial 
things, beatings were commonplace. Some were afflicted by accused, 
some ordered and some condoned by him. They happened on numerous' 
occasions. One man was bruised about the eyes and lips and kicked 
repeatedly on the shins. Witness was beaten with rifle butt and lost 
teeth and suffered cut.s under eyes (Ex 17). r ’itness was beaten on 
shins with bamboo poles. 'It was a generally accepted fact that troops 
and camp guards were free to knock prisoners about as they liked. It 
appeared obviops that accused knew what was going on and condoned it 
(Ex 21). '"'Mtness was forced'to stand at attention for two hours and 
was slapped and beat. One'prisoner was forced to stand at attention' 
•from 0530 to 0700 and from 1730 to 2100 each-day for two weeks and 
was slapped while' standing at attention (Ex 22). Witness was severely 
beaten by guard (Ex 23). , ■ 
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^Defense % 


Masao Uwamori, a witness for the accused stated that he 
had been commander of prisoner of war camps having jurisdiction over 
the dispatch camp in the case under consideration. He testified that 
housing, medical care, all or part of the food, and work clothing 
were provided for by the users of the prisoners (H 15). so far as 
the welfare, safety and conditions under which the prisoners worked, 
the users were under the direction and control of the dispatch camp 
commander (R 17). Camp commander had- responsibility to see that sick 
prisoners were getting proper treatment (R 18). Doctor provided by : 
user had final word on xvho worked (R 19), Prisoner doctors were used 
as assistants to Japanese doctors (R -20). Users provided guards who 
were under jurisdiction of camp commander. Commander had no authority 
to punish guards (R 20). ■ '■ 


The accused after being warned of his rights as a wit¬ 
ness took the stand and testified -in his own behalf . (R 21). He testi¬ 
fied that he took command of the /camp'20 December 1944 and was told to 


prevent escapes? that buildings, type of work, number of hours worked, 
medical care, and all other things were provided v hy the user (R 21). 

He ^did not remember any names of the prisoners mentioned in Specifi¬ 
cation 1. There were 102 prisoners in camp. He hit prisoners four 
times with open hand for disobeying instructions on air raids (R 23 ). 
Did not order subordinates to strike or beat. Warned guards they did 
not have authority to punish. Japanese doctor was only one who had 
authority to determine men were physically unfit for work. User was 
responsible to provide medical care, attention and supplies. Accused 
never received army.issue of medical supplies or equipment. No hos¬ 
pital was provided in camp. Prisoners were treated in room provided. 
Dispensary was located at company plant (R 24). Senior prisoner ■ 
officer gave accused cigarettes. Subordinates did not, to accused's 
knowledge, misappropriate Red Cross supplies. Never saw guards strike 
men. Did not send prisoners to work when prisoner doctor requested 
they be not sent. Never refused requests of prisoner doctor unless 
overruled by Japanese doctor (R 25). Neither accused nor subordinates 
sent men xvith high fever to work. Had no report of men suffering with 
dysentery (R 26). -'hen prisoner doctor reauested hospitalization for . 
sick, accused consulted Japanese doctor. About three were hospital¬ 
ized (R 27). Accused did not demand gift of Red Cross parcels. First 
distribution of parcels was made unopened. In February 1945 instruc- 
tions were received from higher headquarters to open all packages and 
look for code marks on cigarette packages. Thereafter all packages 
were opened and inspected (R 28). Packages were opened by two pris¬ 
oner officers and Japanese staff, then distributed immediately. Denies 
taking cigarettes. . Two prisoner officers handled Red Cross commodi¬ 
ties. Prisoner officer gave accused three or four boxes (R 29), 

A large case was received containing food, cigarettes, and small 
packages of a little medicine. The box was divided among prisoners. 
Early in 1945, accused received instructions from higher headouarters 
that there would be no more Red Cross parcels and he was not to issue 
in whole. Packages were then issued on basis of one to two or three 
prisoners. Packages were under control of Japanese government and 
distribution could not be made whenever prisoners asked (R 30)* -Pris¬ 
oner officer told accused to stop guards- from'smoking American ciga- ■ 
rettes in front of prisoners. Prisoner officer gave cigarettes ,to 
accused. -Prisoner officers complained to accused whenever they wished. 
They complained only once about cigarettes as above and again about 
sick being transferred to hospital. Accused consulted Japanese doctor 
and sent some to hospital. Japanese doctor came once or twice'’.weekly 
and at other times when accused had phoned. Sick call was held daily 
before men went to work (R-31). Prisoner doctor and non-commissioned 
officer attended to sick call. -commibMoned officer decided who was 
sick (R 32). Accused asked Japanese doctor to come in mornings. He 
protested against only non-commissioned officer handling sick call. 
Company did nothing. .Ac-cused did not arrive in camp until 0830 each 
day.. Non-commissioned officer was in charge during absence. Accused 
received no complaints about mistreatment by non-commissioned officer. 
Prisoners walked about 3?000 meters each way to and from w-'ork. They 


They 


did not walk to get treatment. Accused struck three or four prisoners 
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for failing to carry blankets to air raid shelters in March 194-5 
(R 33) • He struck one for taking bucket into shelter. Guards did not 
strike prisoners at the same time. Accused did not-beat with sword 
or scabbard. He confined prisoner officer to guardhouse for about 
ten days for striking Japanese worker. Prisoner officer asked to be 
confined rather than court-martialed. Accused Heft him in guardhouse 
to protect him from being beaten by Japanese when he, the accused, 
was not around. Prisoner officer was given food while in guardhouse 
(R 34). • No one else was authorized to administer punishment. The 
user company would punish guard if they beat prisoners. Accused 
would stop guard from beating if done in his presence. Man did not 
lose teeth as a result of guard beating while accused was in command. 
If such a beating did happen then accused must assume command respon¬ 
sibility (R 35) . Accused left camp at 1700 each day (R 37)* 

. '4. On inions ' 


The commission had jurisdiction over the accused and of the 
offenses charged. There- is no evidence _that the accused was not sane 
at the time of the commission of the'alleged acts or l at the time of 
the trial. The accused was given a fair trial, was 1 ably defended, 
cooperated, in his own defense, offered evidence on his own behalf and 
took the witness stand to testify after being warned of his rights. 


No ruling of the commission is deemed to have affected 
adversely the substantial rights of the accused. 


The record is legally sufficient to support the findings of 
the commission. 

5. Recommendations ; 

No request for clemency has been submitted. The accused was 
sentenced to confinement at hard labor for eight (8) years. The 
sentence is legal and is not considered excessive. It is recommended 
that the findings of the commission be approved. It is further re¬ 
commended that owing to the length of time the accused has been in 
confinement prior to the date of sentence, eight (8) months of the 
sentence be remitted. 

6. Action; 


A form of action designed to carry this recommendation into 
effect is attached hereto. 


FRANKLIN l. DEIBERT 
Captain, FA 

Assistant Staff Judge Advocate 


I concur in general. For conviction of the offenses charged in 
seven specifications including many personal slappings', beatings and 
thefts in addition to command responsibility for many other mistreat¬ 
ments, it is difficult to comprehend how the sentence adjudged could 
have been so lenient. Nevertheless, pre-trial confinement is in no 
way to be considered as confinement served in expiation for offenses 
of which an accused is later convicted. Therefore a reviewing, 
authority should consider such restraint entirely separately from that 
adjudged by a commission. t The blackest rogue is entitled to an early 
trial under the enlightened rules of civilized nations..: ’-Tien trials 
are postponed, as this one was, because of the great number of those 
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awaiting justice, fair allowances should be made for undue pr 
confinement regardless of the inadequacy of a sentence. This 
the more true since commissions are instructed that pre-trial 
confinement is not to be considered in adjudging sentences. 


ALLAN R BROWNE 
Lt Col JAGD 
Army Judge Advocate 
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